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Re-certification without a late fee 

ends January 27! 
 

January 9 -  January 27, 2017:   Re - certification will 

be open  (Log into the VMS anytime during that period to 
complete the 3 -step re -certification process)  

  

FYI 
Checks sent for re-certification must be 

postmarked by January 19, 2017. 

 

THERE IS A LATE FEE IF YOU RE-CERTIFY AFTER 

January 27. 

 

No one can enter hours on the VMS until 

February 11, 2017.  Just keep track of your 

hours between now and then. 

 

Project Coordinators are needed for several 

projects.  Please call Mary or Karen at the 

MSUE office if you are interested ς 586-469-

6440 

 

EMG stands for Extension Master Gardener  
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January 30 -  February 10, 2017 :   Late  Re - certification  open s for EMG who did not 

re -certify in January  ($10 late fee applied) .  
 

Februa ry 10, 2017:  Re - certification will  close  at midnight  for 2017 and will not 
re - open until January 2018.   

 
  

 

 

Training course participants are those presently taking a class 

EMG Trainee are those who have completed the class and are working on their 40 volunteer hours 

Limited active (Emeritus) are those who have met the qualifications and been approved for Emeritus status 

Active EMG completed hours are those who have completed the 2016 hours requirements 

Active EMG did not complete hours are those who did not reach the minimum of 5 education and 15 volunteer hours in 

2016 but have contacted the state coordinator that they would like to remain a Master Gardener – they will need to give 

a reason for failing to complete the hours when they re-certify 

 

Costs: 
 Required: 
¶ $20 is the re-certification fee paid to MSUE by all Master Gardeners who re-certify (Not paid by Trainees) 
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Optional 
¶ $5 sent to the Michigan Master Gardener Association (MMGA) (not paid to MSUE) is optional to all Master 

Gardeners and is the membership fee for the MMGA only.  It does not make you a member of the local 

association. 

¶ $10 paid to the Macomb County Master Gardener Association (MCMGA) covers both the MMGA and MCMGA 

membership fees (you are a member of both the state and local association).  Membership in the local 

association is open to both active (certified) and inactive (Alumni) Master Gardeners, although only the active 

Master Gardeners have voting rights and MMGA membership. 

 

News and Notes 
 

   VMS Buddies 
¶ If you need help with the VMS, please let us know and we will try to connect you with a VMS Buddy to 

help enter hours and complete re-certification. 

¶ If you are willing to be a VMS Buddy and help another Master Gardener with entering hours and 

completing re-certification, please let us know (even if you told us before that you would, please let us know 

again ï my desk eats my lists!)  Thanks! 

o Mary at 586-469-6085, or gerste10@anr.msu.edu 

o Karen at 586-469-6086, or burkeka9@anr.msu.edu  

 
  
  
 

Bouquets / Boutonnieres and Recognition 

 
Do you know a Master Gardener who has been especially helpful or has jumped right in to do 

the job?  Let us know and we will recognize their efforts with a ñBouquetò announcement!  

 

 

 

 

Macomb County Master Gardener Association 

 
 

mailto:gerste10@anr.msu.edu
mailto:burkeka9@anr.msu.edu
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General News and Information 
 

Itôs That Time of Year! 
Time to renew your MCMGA membership!  For just $10.00 you get membership in both the MMGA and the 

MCMGA as well as the opportunity to attend many FREE classes to meet the annual Master Gardener 

educational hour requirements.  Membership forms will be available at the MCMGA classes held at the Mt. 

Clemens Public Library, at the MSU Extension office, and will be available online in late January at the 

MCMGA website: www.macombcountymga.com .   Cash or checks made payable to the MCMGA can be 

turned in at a MCMGA class or mailed to the MSU Extension office: 

    Macomb MSU Extension ï MCMGA 

    21885 Dunham Rd., Suite 12 

    Clinton Twp., MI 48036 

You will receive a new membership card that you should bring to all MCMGA events. 

 

Itôs all in the location!!  Donôt forget that all classes and 

meetings of the MCMGA in 2017 will be held at the Mt. 

Clemens Library, 150 Cass Ave., Mt. Clemens. 

 

MCMGA Educational Classes and Meetings 
 

 

To register for any of the following events, please Email: 

macombcountymga@yahoo.com    Please remember to bring your 

membership card to all events. 

 
 

Wednesday, February 15, 2017  
άaƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ LƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎέ Join us while Advanced Master Gardener, David Newlin tells us about the plants 
and critters that have hitched a ride on our imports over the decades and how they have affected natural 
resources, and ultimately our lives.   6:30-7:30 P.M. at the Mt. Clemens Library, 150 Cass Ave., Mt. Clemens.   
Free to MCMGA Members +1 guest.  $5.00 to all others. 

 
 

Thursday, March 30 2017 
 
άCƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ±ƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ [ƻǾŜ όŀƴŘ !ǾƻƛŘύέ Advanced Master Gardener, Cheryl English will tell us about a generally 
overlooked group of plants, flowering vines – from demure species Clematis, to gigantic Wisteria – can provide 
an added dimension to your garden – a vertical dimension.  Learn basics and specifics about plant selection, 
care and culture to succeed with this rewarding range of plants, as well as help in identifying and avoiding 
proven and potential thugs.  
6:30-7:30 P.M. at the Mt. Clemens Library, 150 Cass Avenue, Mt. Clemens.  

http://www.macombcountymga.com/
mailto:macombcountymga@yahoo.com
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Cheryl is also the owner of Black Cat Pottery, and will have a display of her wares for sale before and after the 
presentation.  $5.00 to MCMGA Members +2 guests.  $10.00 to all others. 
 

Tuesday, April 11, 2017 
 
άhǊŎƘƛŘ .ŀǎƛŎǎέ, Dale Garden, former President of the Michigan Orchid Society and an 
Orchid grower for over 35 years will share with us what it takes to grow and flower 
orchids such as temperatures, humidity and air flow, feeding, and much, much more.  
Tuesday, April 11, 6:30-7:30 P.M.  at the Mt. Clemens Library, 150 Cass Ave., Mt. 
Clemens.  Free to MCMGA Members +1 guest.  $5.00 to all others.  MCMGA 
QUARTERLY MEETING WILL FOLLOW THE CLASS. 

 
Monday, May 15, 2017 

 
άCǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ [ŀǾŜƴŘŜǊέ, Advanced Master Gardener, Karen Burke is back to show us all of the wonderful things 
that we can do with our Lavender.  So many things to use it with: cooking, beverage infusion, and many 
boutique and craft projects.  You can learn them all.  Monday, May 15, 6:30-7:30 P.M. at the Mt. Clemens 
Library, 150 Cass Avenue, Mt. Clemens.  Free to MCMGA Members +1 guest.  $5.00 to all others. 
 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

ά.ŀǘǎ ƻŦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴέ, Bat Conservation Organization.  Learn about bats in your own back yard.  
Often misunderstood or overlooked, these bats play a key role in Michigan’s environment and 
economy.  During this live animal program you will learn why bats are important to the state, 
where Michigan bat species are located, and how to identify them.  Learn about threats and 
what we all need to do in order to protect thses important creatures.  Learning opportunity for 

all ages.  Wednesday, July 12, 6:30-7:30 P.M. Mt. Clemens Library, 150 Cass Ave., Mt. Clemens.  $5.00 each for 
MCMGA members + 2 guests.  $10.00 each for all others. 

MCMGA QUARTERLY MEETING TO FOLLOW.  PLEASE ATTEND. 

 
Education hours: 
January 11, Essential Oilsééééééééééé..1 hr. 

Educational Opportunities  
 

MSUE Educational Programs 

 

Smart Gardening Volunteer Training ï January 17, 2017  
If you are interested in helping with the Smart Gardening Initiative to educate homeowners through targeted 

messages on basic gardening topics, then join us on Tuesday, January 17, from 1:00- 3:00 pm in the Training 

room of the MSUE offices.  You will have time to complete the requirements and will be able to volunteer at 

the Cottage and Lakefront Living Show at the Suburban Showplace Collection in Novi, February 23 ï 26.  To 
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become a Smart Gardening Volunteer you must be a certified Master Gardener.  Please register your attendance 

by calling the MSUE office at 586-469-6440. 

 

 

 Plant Propagation Class ï January 26, 2017 
Master Gardener and Horticulture Assistant Karen Burke will be sharing her knowledge on the 

various means and methods for propagating your favorite plants.  Sign up for the time of your 

choice:  1:00-3:00 pm or 6:00 ï 8:00 pm  

Class will be held at the MSUE office in the VerKuilen Building, 21885 Dunham Rd., Clinton 

Twp., 48036.  Use Entrance E at the rear of the building.  

If you want assistance with propagating your plants, you may bring them to class and be sure to 

bring along the necessary soil medium and additional small pots or containers.  You are 

welcome to share your plants with others in the class.  Donôt forget itôs January, so be sure to 

protect your plants from the cold.  Cost is $5.00 per person.  For more details and to register please call 

Maureen at 586-469-6440.  

 
Master Gardener Class  
A Master Gardener Volunteer Training Program will be held at the MSU Extension office in Clinton Township 

beginning Monday, March 6, 2017, from 6-10 p.m..  Cost is $300.00.  Some scholarships are available.  

Registration and scholarship information/application are all done online at: www.mg.msue.msu.edu  Choose the 

ñBecome and Extension Master Gardener Volunteerò selection for the information, location details, and 

registration/scholarship applications.  Deadline to register when paying by check is February 20.  Deadline to 

register when paying by credit card is February 27. 

 

Current Master Gardeners may audit classes at $5.00 per class audited.   Master Gardener Trainees who need to 

make up a missed class, contact Karen or Mary to register.   

 

Schedule of classes: 

   

3/6 Introduction / Water Quality   

3/13 Plant Science     

3/20 Soil Science     

3/27 IPM      

4/3 Woody Ornamentals    

4/10     Turf        

4/17     Tree fruit       

4/24     Small Fruit     

5/1       Vegetables     

5/8 Annuals & Perennials    

5/15   Indoor Plants       

5/22  Household and Nuisance Pests  

5/29 No Class ï Memorial Day 

6/5     Diagnostics for MGs     

6/12   Volunteering / Composting  

http://www.mg.msue.msu.edu/
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Community Gardening ï February 7, 2017 
 Interested in community gardening?  Then join us on Tuesday, February 7, to learn about 

¶ the benefits of community gardening 

¶ types of community gardens 

¶ participation in a community garden 

¶ how to start a community garden 

The program will be held at two different times and locations: 

 1:00 -2:00 p.m. at the Thompson Community Center, 11370 Hupp Ave., Warren, 48089 

Or join us from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the MSU Extension office in the VerKuilen Building, 21885 Dunham 

Rd., Clinton Twp., 48036.  Use Entrance E at the rear of the building.  

This program is free, but seating is limited.  Please register in advance by calling 586-469-6440 or email 

maureen.prisbe@macombgov.org and be sure to indicate the time and location you will be attending. 

 

 

Smart Gardening Volunteer Novi Show Training ï February 15 
If you are a registered Smart Gardening Volunteer and would like to volunteer for one of the time slots for the 

Cottage and Lakefront Living Show in Novi, then you need to attend this training to get basic information on 

what you will do, where you will be, and review the newest tip sheets.  Information will be emailed to all Smart 

Gardening Volunteers about the available time slots and positions.  Training will be held at the MSUE office 

from 6:00 -8:00 pm on Wednesday, February 15.  Please register your attendance by calling the MSUE office at 

586-469-6440. 

 

 

Seed Starting ï February 16, 2017   
Master Gardener and Horticulture Assistant Karen Burke will be sharing her knowledge and 

experience in starting plants from seed.  Learn the important factors in germinating and 

growing your own transplants. Sign up for the time of your choice: 

  1:00-3:00 pm or 6:00 ï 8:00 pm. at the VerKuilen Building, 21885 Dunham Rd., Clinton Twp., 

48036.  Use Entrance E at the rear of the building.  Program is free and you can bring seeds if you wish to start 

them.  To register please call Maureen at 586-469-6440. 

 

      
Enviro-weather ï March 7, 2017 

Join Beth Bishop, MSU educator, as she explains how and why to use the Enviro-weather 

website.  It will help you find the best time to control insect pests and plant diseases.  Class is 

from 1:00 ï 2:30 p.m.at the VerKuilen Building, 21885 Dunham Rd., Clinton Twp., 48036.  Use 

Entrance E at the rear of the building.   Class is free, but please register in advance by calling the 

MSUE office at 586-469-6440 

 

mailto:maureen.prisbe@macombgov.org
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Cool Weather Gardens ï March 21, 2017  
Get a jump on the garden season by taking a look at what plants will grow in the cooler 

weather of spring and fall.  There are a variety of vegetables and flowering bulbs as well 

as trees and shrubs that bring life to the garden even before the snow melts!  Join as from 

6:00 ï 8:00 pm at the MSU Extension office, 21885 Dunham Rd., Clinton Twp., 48036.  

Use Entrance E at the rear of the building.  Class is free, but please register in advance 

by calling the MSUE office at 586-469-6440. 

 

 

Project Coordinator Meeting ï March 23, 2017 
Anyone interested in being a Project Coordinator and all Project Coordinators, past and present, are invited to 

attend this meeting to go over updates on information, problem solving issues, how to use the VMS effectively, 

and to discuss what can be done to get more volunteers for the projects as well as assistant or replacement 

coordinators.  Meeting will be at the MSU Extension office from 10:00-Noon with lunch to follow!  We have a 

lot of ideas to discuss and would love your input!!!!   Please register your attendance by calling the MSUE 

office at 586-469-6440 no later than Tuesday, March 21. 

 

 

Hotline Training ï March 23, 2017 
Anyone planning to help answer the Local or State Hotline should attend this training. We will cover updates on 

answering calls, questions that should NOT be answered, appropriate recommendations, contact/record keeping 

concerns, and using the computer.  Training is at the MSU Extension office and will begin at 1:00pm and 

should be finished by 3:00pm.  Anyone attending is invited to come early and join us for lunch.  Please be sure 

to RSVP your attendance no later than Tuesday, March 21, by calling the MSUE office at 586-469-6440. 

 

Bugs in the Garden: Friends and Foes ï March 27 
Join us at the MSU Extension office on Monday, March 27, from 1:30 ï 3:00 p.m. for the program ñBugs in the 

Garden: Friends and Foesò.  MSU Extension Educator Abi Saeed will be covering some of the good bugs and 

how to nurture/protect them and some of the not-so-friendlies and how to safely control them.  Class is free. 

Please register in advance by calling the MSU Extension office at 586-469-6440. 

 

Basic Vegetable Gardening ï March 28 
MSU Extension is offering a class on ñBasic Vegetable Gardeningò on Tuesday, March 28, from 1:00-2:30 pm 

at the Thompson Community Center, 11370 Hupp Ave., Warren, 48089 and again at the MSU Extension office, 

21885 Dunham Rd., Clinton Twp., 48036, from 6:30-8:00 pm.  Information will include, types of gardens, soil 

preparation, planting information, planting times, and general vegetable growing information.  The class is free, 

but please register in advance by calling 586-469-6440.   
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Lawns ï April 4, 2017  
Kevin Frank, MSU Educator on Turf, will be joining us from 6:30-7:30 p.m., Tuesday, April 4, 

2017, to talk about the proper care and maintenance of our lawns.  Join us for this interesting and 

informative program to be held at the MSU Extension office, 21885 Dunham Rd., Clinton Twp., 

48036.  Use Entrance E at the rear of the building.  Class is free, but please register in advance by 

calling the MSUE office at 586-469-6440. 

 

You Are Invited to the 2017 

Master Gardener College  
 

Mark Your Calendars for June 23 and 24!   

 

We are looking forward to partnering with you for two days of building and growing, òFROM THE 

GROUND UP!ó 

 

Location:  MSU University Complex (home to the MSU Henry Center, MSU University Club and 

Candlewood Suites), 3535 Forest Rd, Lansing, MI 48910.          

 

The entire event will take place at one location, featuring easy access to lodging, FREE Parking and lots of 

meeting spaces.  

 

Program:   Friday features afternoon hands-on workshops filled with critical need -to-know information! 

The workshops will be followed by a delicious dinner, award presentation and an MMGA meeting in the 

evening. 

                        Plus ê we are working on a surprise!  

 

Saturday:        Features hot horticulture topics and information you d o not want to miss for 2017. Plus you 

will earn educational credits for attending.  

 

¶ Keynote: Janet Draper, Smithsonian Horticulturist, plant geek extraordinaire with chlorophyll 

flowing through her veins, has awesome experiences to share working on the Mall in 

Washington, D.C. Her plant knowledge is second to none! 

¶ Lectures: Topics you asked for given by experts from all across Michigan. 

¶ Workshops ð New this year for Saturday and they promise to be sell-outs.  

 

Shopping:       We are putting together an enh anced Garden Marketplace, sure to please any gardener! 

What a way to reward yourself for getting your gardening underway! Plus shopping will be available both 

days this year.  

 

For more information Visit the Master Gardener College website and come back often. 

 

Updates are happening all the time as plans are confirmed!  

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/master_gardener_volunteer_program/master_gardener_college/lodging
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If you have ideas or suggestions for topics, marketplace vendors or potential sponsors please share them 

with us to help make the program what you want to experience. Please send them to Betsy Braid at 

braidbet@msu.edu.  

 

Remember, a great garden begins in the dead of winter and we are all working to grow one FROM THE 

GROUND UP! 

 

 

 

 

Other Educational Programs 
 

Meadow Brook Hall 
Weeds: To Know Them Is to Beat Them 

The Meadow Brook Garden Club will meet Friday, January 27, 2017 at Meadow Brook Hall, 480 South Adams 

Road, Rochester MI 48309-1904.  Coffee and refreshments will be served at 9:15 a.m. with program to follow 

at 10:00 a.m. featuring guest speaker, Janet Macunovich, a professional gardener, designer, author and 

educator.  Janet will provide an in-depth look at some of the most common and worst weeds a gardener faces, 

how to get them out and keep them out of a garden. 
  

Guests are welcome.  There is a $5 non-member fee.  Reservations are not required.  For more information, 

contact 248-364-6210, MBGCmembers@gmail.com or visit www.meadowbrookhall.org 
 

Capital Area Master Gardener Winter Symposium  

  
The Capital Area Master Gardeners are pleased to announce their 2017 Winter 

Symposium on Saturday, January 28  at the Michigan State University Soil 

Sciences Building. 
 

Speakers include: Jan Bills (Two Women and a Hoe; Advanced Master Gardener) on fun new 

approaches to gardening in 2017; Rosann Kovalcik (Board Member, Michigan Audubon Society; 

Advanced Master Gardener) on gardening for birds; Cheryl English (Black Cat Pottery; Advanced 

Master Gardener) on late-blooming native plants; and Chuck Martin (Senior Horticulturalist, Dow 

Gardens) on the science and art of pruning. 

 

The registration deadline is  January 21, 2017 . E-mail mga.cac@gmail.com for registration 

information. Qualifies for five Master Gardener educational hours. 
 

mailto:braidbet@msu.edu
http://www.meadowbrookhall.org/
mailto:mga.cac@gmail.com
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MG Education Share 
 

The Native Plants and Ecosystem Services website has lots of good information available: 

http://nativeplants.msu.edu/  

 

Master Gardeners, if you watched a video, webinar or other online class that you feel other 

Master Gardeners might enjoy, please send us a link and a short description and we will share it 

here. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Don’t wait until November to start logging hours!  The MCMGA Education and Hospitality Committees can use help, and 

other opportunities with MSUE will start becoming available at info booths and events.   We will keep you posted here! 

Single/Short Term Opportunities 
 

SSJP Orchard Volunteers 
Here is the schedule for pruning apple trees in the St. John and Paul Church Orchard, Washington, Twp.  In an effort to 
accommodate a variety of schedules, we have included some Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays.  Please meet at the shed 
behind the church. Dress for the weather and bring tools.  Thanks for volunteering.  Church address is 7777  28 Mile Rd., 
Washington Twp. 
 
Jeanie Newlin (radnewlin@gmail.com, 586-321-5492) 
 
Saturday, January 7, 2 p.m. 
Friday, January 13, 10 a.m. 
Sunday, January 22, 2 p.m. 
Saturday, February 4, 2 p.m. 
Friday, February 10, 10 a.m. 
Sunday, February 19, 2 p.m. 
Saturday,March 4, 2 p.m. 
Friday, March 10, 10 a.m.  
Sunday, March 19, 2 p.m. 
Friday, March 31, 10 a.m. 

 

 

Ongoing Opportunities 
Please check the VMS Project listing for the ongoing Master Gardener Projects that need 

volunteers.   

 

Clinton Township Senior Center Butterfly Garden 
Senior Center Butterfly Garden Located at 40730 Romeo Plank Rd. Clinton Township, MI 48038 

*Sign  up  Deadline  is  March  1st  2017* 

 

http://nativeplants.msu.edu/
mailto:radnewlin@gmail.com
tel:(586)%20321-5492


13 
 

Project  Statement:  

Start  up  Butterfly  garden  at  Clinton  Township  Senior  Center.  Our  goal  this  year  to 

establish  an  area  of  food  and  shelter  for  Native  Butterflies,  Monarchs,  Pollinators 

and  Hummingbirds,  while  adding  to  the  existing  beauty  of  the  Park  area.  

 

Scope  of  labor  to  include  but  not  limited  to : 

● Selecting the site;  Dimensions of the bed  25ft.  X  5ft.  

● Locating donation plants or seeds for Butterflies/Pollinators/Hummingbirds  

● Peel off and remove sod  

● Planting  annuals,  perennials  and  shrubs  throughout  the  season  

● Water,  no  spigot  on  site,  deadhead,  prune  and  weed 

We  need  approximately  10  volunteers  with  gardening  experience  who  have  their 

own  tools  and  are  willing  to  work  a  couple  hours  per  week  or  month  from  May through  October. 

Benefits  for  volunteers  

● Earth  Stewardship  Project  can  be  applied  towards  Master  Gardeners  hrs.  

● User  friendly  labor  for  those  with  physical  limitations  

● Butterflies  and  Pollinators  need  our  help  to  increase  their  populations  

● Beautiful  setting  location  which  offers  shade  and  sunshine  

● Public  Restrooms,  drinking  fountains,  lots  of  parking  

● Conveniently  located  near  grocery  stores  and  restaurants  

 

Contact Susan  Silver 586-212-9637 

 susanjeansilver@gmail.com  

 

Potpourri 
This is a place to share upcoming events, great 

shopping places, food recipes, etc., that you think 

would be of interest to other Master Gardeners.  

Email the information to 

mary.gerstenberger@macombgov.org and please put 

MG Enews in the subject line. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:susanjeansilver@gmail.com
mailto:mary.gerstenberger@macombgov.org


14 
 

 

 

Photo Fun 
Have any pictures you would like to share?  Email them to me at: mary.gerstenberger@macombgov.org     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mary.gerstenberger@macombgov.org

